Dear Students,

We will be skipping some of the readings listed on the syllabus, since there is not enough time to handle them all in the few weeks remaining in the semester.  By 11.59 PM on Saturday, May 1, you are to write a two- to three-page paper on the following reading by Adam Hochschild about the revolution in Haiti, in which slaves overthrew their masters:
Adam Hochschild, Bury the Chains.  Prophets and Rebels in the Fight to Free an Empire’s Slaves.  Boston:  Houghton Mifflin, 2005.  Chapter 18, “At the Foot of Vesuvius,” pp. 256-279.
The reading has been posted on Blackboard.

We read, in the article by Fage early in the semester, that the Portuguese did end up finding the sources of gold beyond the Sahara that Arab traders had told them existed and also found a sea route around the tip of Africa to the islands where spices grew that commanded a high price in Europe.  The most lucrative enterprise that grew out of their explorations in and around Africa, however, was the slave trade.  Millions of Africans were brought to the New World by people from a wide array of countries that ended up participating in the trade.  Slaves were employed in a variety of functions, but the production of two crops, sugar and cotton, absorbed the lion’s share of slaves that were shipped to the Americas.  The Industrial Revolution that began to take shape in the 1780s in Britain was originally focused on the production of cotton textiles and required increasing amounts of cotton as it progressed.  It would take, however, a few decades before cotton production replaced the production of sugar as the biggest exploiter of slave labor.

French expenditures to battle Britain during the American War for Independence, on top of debts from the Seven Years’ War that still needed to be paid down, ended up bankrupting the French State.  This provided an opening for the bourgeoisie – professionals whose status depended on education, like lawyers and professors, and large-scale financers and traders – to lead a revolution that swept the landed aristocracy from its overwhelming position of power in the affairs of the state, ending the monarchy and replacing it with a republic.
The monarchies on France’s borders soon came to the aid of the imperiled French aristocrats and invaded to reinstall the old order – leading to a decades-long war fought out throughout Europe and in many other parts of the world.  The gigantic struggles of the revolutionary period only came to an end with Napoléon’s final defeat at Waterloo in 1815.
France’s slaves on the sugar-producing islands in the Caribbean soon heard of the Revolution that vowed to bring about liberty, equality, and brotherhood, and those in Haiti took matters into their own hands to achieve those goals by freeing themselves from slavery.  Haiti’s sugar production was enormously lucrative, producing one-fifth of the wealth of the entire French Empire, so slave masters were surely not going to give up without a fight.  You will be reading about this gripping story in the Hochschild chapter.
You are to write one well-constructed essay that explores the following questions:  What was life like for the slaves in Haiti?  What other social groups were there in Haiti besides the slaves and how did they live?  Why was the slave revolt in Haiti successful when slave revolts in other places, like the south of the United States, were not?  How did France initially react, and what changed under Napoléon?  What made Toussaint Louverture particularly well-suited to lead the revolt?  How did those trying to put down the revolt and the slaves trying to win their freedom fight the battle?  Why did the British become involved, and how effective was their intervention?

You must write until the bottom of page two and can continue onward to the middle of page three, but no farther, if you wish.  I want to see that you have read the article and can argue forcefully on the basis of what you have learned from it.  Do not string together paraphrases and quotations.  A cut-and-paste paper, or a paper not based on the assigned reading, will earn a low grade.  Use, perhaps, a short, colorful quote or two that illustrate well a point you are making.  Give page numbers in brackets from time to time so the reader can follow where you got your information from.

Best wishes,    Joseph Cartolano
